Kovbasniuk tour '** Ukraine 1965 


Subject i BAOHYLIdKA, Varga from II. Y. her tour of Ukraine July 1965 

Datei 23 dept. 1965 DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
I*>uroe: R. S 0 UR C E S METHODS EXEMP T I ON 3B2 B 

NAZI WAR CRIMESBISCLOSURE ACT 
GATE 2007 

1. Subject went to visit her sister in Lviv. Ho data about subject since interview 
was hold with subjects husband in an informal manner in a bar in H.Y. 



2* In Lviv subject was ana zed at the mount of people who speak Russian. Her first 
impression vras that Russian is spoken ''loudly, but Ukrainian can be heard spoken 
softly" • The signs on the streets are bi-lingual, Russian and Ukrainian. This is 
more evident in Kiev, xrfiore Russian is by far the predominant language, but if a 
person is approached in Ukrainian, he will reply in Ukrainian. Most street signs 
in Kiev are Russian. In Tomopil , Ukrainian is the predominant language spoken. All 
street signs are written in Ukrainian. 


3. Ukrainian books are very hard to obtain in Lviv, dubjoct went to mary kiosks and 
could only find a few Ukrainian books on sale, this held true for Kiev, but not to 
such a groat extent. In Tornopil Ukrainian books are easy to buy, and the supply is 

large. 


4. The food situation is good. In Lviv most food stuffs can bo bought at present. 
The prices vary ftcEi city to city, with Kiev being the lonst axponsivo, and Lviv 
the most. A dinner! in Kiev v/culd cost l./jO rubles, uldla tho sane in Lviv tiould 
cost 2.80 rubles. 

5* In Kiev the group was invited to the Association for cultural contacts with 
Ukrainians abroad. There thoy wore not by a retired general ( none unlcnoxm) and 
a fox; xnitors. On the x;ay to KAIHV subject noticed a "Ulcrainian beatnik reading 
poetry by Korotych" this incident took place on the ferry to Kaniv. 

6. Subject noticed that the attitude of tho intourist guide x/as different towards 
different members of group. Very friendly tox/ards older people in tour, reserved 
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towards younger member ,# This attitude towards younger naabers changed as tour 
progressed# The gtd do who was a young girl asked the members of the tow at the 
very bogining not to talk about problems which are painful for them, and her# 

7# In K iev subject saw film "Tin! Zab$tt|och Predldw" (^liadotrs of Forgotten Ancestors) 
and praised the film very much. The film was in Ukrainian, but all the people who 
were watching it (there was a full house) spoke Russian as soon as it onded. In 
Kiev subject was approached by chilclnen who traded variuos things for bail-point 
pens# One child gave subject his Pioneer medal, another gave a small bottle of whiskey. 
This trading goes on, although the militia upon eatching a child trading, or asking 
tourists for souveniers will scold them# 

o# In Kiev there tjs.s recently opened an American stylo bar in tho hotel Pninro. in 
this bar all American di inks can be bought, as well as ciggarottos, Subject noticed 
that tho best way to start a conversation with almost anyone is to open a packet of 
American ciganrottes. This will usually attract people who want to talk about most 
anything# 

9# Group was asked a few times by variuos people why more young people dont cone 
and visit Ukraine. They are very welcome, and if the expenses are too much, maybe 
somo lcind of agreement could be made. Young children ’./ere eskod to come for summer 
camps# 
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Subject: HKYTSIV, Roman; his trip to Poland in July 1965 
Date: 22 September 1965 

1* Subject liver: at 102 East 7th st. Now York, 9, N.jf, Ho is single, ago 55 # 

Subject visited his sister in PEREMY3EL from 14 July for a period lasting 3 weeks* 
Subject was on a personal visit and did not engage in conversations with local 
population, in addition tho fact that there was constantly rainfall he was limited 
to his near family. Subject al30 visited his family in the K0SHALHISKY Povit 
for a few day3. 

2# The number of Ukrainians in PEHSlYaEL is hard to fix. The number given i 3 
usually a feu thousand, but of those, most do not confess to being Ukrainians, and 
converse only in Polish. Of those that admit their Ukrainian nationality, the 
Ukrainian language is used only at hone, when talking with their children, and in 
a close family circle.. At presont if a person happens to talk Ukrainian loudly on 
tho street he night be bothered by local Poles. In this respect PERHIYSEL is an 
exception. Subject mot a group of 6C Ukrainian tourists, mostly youth flora LUBLINSCHXIJJP 
who were talking loudly and demonstrativly in Ukrainian on tho street. In a conversatii 
with then, subject found out that they were going to visit Ukraine for 3 wooks, that 
this trip is costing than 1,800 zloty (0 25.00) and that they will receive additional 
funds ( 50 rubles) for expenses, from the Association for Contacts with Foriogn Nations. 
This group was not bothered by tho local Polish population, with tho exception of 
people paying somo attention to than. Ukrainian is spoken quite freely in tho K0S1LAL- 
INSKY Povit , with an interesting sidelight being that Ukrainians are highly respected 
by the Polos as being good workers and citizens. This is interesting since Ukrainians 
wore looked upon with distrust for- a long period of tine duo to tho fact that when 
they wore first ; esettlod, the government assured everyone that they wore "bandits". 

3* In PERE-IY3EL there are 3 Ukrainian priests, (catholics) who say mass Sunday in 

manages 

a Polish church ( Roman catholic). The local church chior is poor, but w an goo 
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to exist. People complain about cardinal VYSHINSKY, saying that he is responsible 

for the destruction of Ukrainian catholic chtui-chop and that he was against letting 

threat 

Ukrainian priests into PEJU2IYEBL. He gave his approval only under the fc*»eat that 
the people would convert to orthodoxy. 

There is a conflict among the people about packages received from the west. The 

k 

committee which is in chargo of dividing the packages, has been accused of thievery. 
Another factor which led to the fight is that there aro certain people who behave 
very much as Poles, at the same time writing and asking for packages from the west. 

The population is afraid of war, they are also afraid of a return of the underground 
beloiving that the Poles would completely destroy thorn if such did return. Ukraine 
is considered their fatherland, and many travel there as often as possible. Since 
July it is possible to travel to Ukraine on just an invitation from relativos. 
Ukrainian radio and television programs aro watched (by those who oxm radio and tele- 
vision sots.) Subject saw a program from Kiev called "Ukrainian literature and the 
contemporary world" where 4 poets and writers spoke about Ukrainian patriotic elements 
in literature. Subject commented that there was no mention of socialist realism at 
all, and the overall impression was very good* Subject does not remember the names of 
the participating writes s. 

4. The blame for russification in the western part cf Ukraine (tho part they are 
best acquainted with) is put on the localp population. Subject heard from a friend 
of his MEDVED, Ivan about the following incident j IEDYED'5 brother, Osyp, who died 2 
years ago , tought at u Ukrainian secondary school in Lviv. At one class ( after the 
death of Stalin) some Russian students began to demand tint the lessons bo tought in 
Russian, since they ware from Russia • 0. replied that since they were in a Ukrainian 
school, thoy should know the language, and if they want instruction to bo given in 
the Russian language they should attend a Russian school. This did not satisfy tho 
Russian students and they wont before tho director of tho school to complain. Tire 
director supported C. MEDVED added that there are some Ukrainians who did change the 

language of instruction to Russian. 0. was not 3 eprossod for his position. 
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Conmrjoicn ' ionf; between PEPEITJZL end Ukraine are’ very good* A his is due to the 


large amount ^travel by train end bus between the twp places. Subject had on opportunity 
to observe train travel between Lviv one! PEPJJBfSZL. Ho obsorevod that the trains 


uero always crowded ( from Lviv to Parenyszl) and that the train is on a larger grade, 

Khrakov 

But when the train is schodualod to go further ( Urnsmt or Prague) 9 the cars are 
lifted indi vidua ly on on automatic lift and the grade of the wheels is changed ( to a 
smaller size). When the train returns tc the USSR the wheels are changed again* 


6* Subject had conversations about cultural exchange, and all the people were for 
this* 


7* In Prague subject met a group of tourists from Ukraine who wore returning home 
by bus* The driver of the bus was from Peremesrl, and he and subject had common friends 
Hie bus driver agreed to take o. note to these friends, but refused to carry subjects 
sc&OBS address on notos, saying that in cose of a border check, he does not want to 
be caught* Subject also met a group of Soviet tourists in a Prague restaurant who 
were singing Russian songs, and ended the evening singing Haritchka. There was no 
conversation with them* 



3 



